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Abstract

Private surveys have shown that the spread of COVID-19 has changed the way people work and
their view of careers and that they have become more interested in socially significant careers and the
ICT and medical fields. This study re-examined this reality using data from the PISA survey, a large-
scale survey with a response rate of over 80% that examined the occupations 15-year-old Japanese
students would like to have when they turn 30. The study analyzed 5,766 statements about students’
occupational aspirations from the national data of the PISA 2018 and PISA 2022 surveys. We com-
pared the situation in each year with the aggregate totals for 2018 and 2022 and showed trends by
occupational field and category alone. The results showed that medical/nursing/healthcare had the
highest percentage of responses in 2018 and 2022, followed by childcare/education. Medical/nursing/
healthcare will increase by 2.6% from 2018 to 2022, characterized by an increase in the number of
respondents interested in becoming a nurse. However, childcare/education declined by 2.0%. Consid-
ering only the increase in the percentage of responses, the increase in aspirations for digital occupa-
tions was notable. Additionally, responses in PISA 2022 emphasized the desire to contribute to society
and self-actualization. These results suggest that this may reflect changes in social values and work
styles due to the pandemic. This study did not analyze the relationship between desired occupations
and COVID-19. Therefore, future research must address this trend.
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Percentage-point change of students who expect to work as the following when they are about 30 years old
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Notes: Only countries and economies with available data are shown.

Statistically significant differences between PISA 2018 and PISA 2022 (PISA 2022 — PISA 2018) are shown in a darker tone (see Annex A3)

Countries and economies are ranked in d ding order of the change befween 2018 and 2022 in the percentage of students who expect to work as a health professional.
Source: OECD, PISA 2022 Database, Annex B1, Chapter 2.
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