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Evolution of Japan’s “Courses of study”

@ 1947: Issuance of the general edition of the Courses of Study, experiential
education.

@ 1951: Revision of the Courses of Study.

® 1958: Development of basic academic ability, establishment of special time for
moral education, moves toward systematic education.

@ 1968: Modernization of education. Educational curriculum in primary and middle
schools moved toward organization in the 3 areas of academic curriculum,
moral education, and special activities.

® 1977: Start of “yutori education (yutori: room to grow).” Emphasis on “yutori’
and completeness.

® 1989: New philosophy of academic ability, emphasis on individuality, introduction of

“life environmental studies.”

@ 2002: Content of academic curriculum reduced by 30%. Adoption of the 5-day
school week (end of compulsory Saturday classes), introduction of
“integrated study.”

2008: Retreat from “yutori” education. Expansion of math and science education,
prioritization of language activities, introduction of “foreign language
activities” in higher years of elementary school, reduction of “period of

integrated study.”
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Issues for School Education in Japan

Bullying

School refusal, “hikikomori” (acute social
withdrawal)

Violence in schools

Child suicide

OECD/PISA shock — Review of education as
social capital.
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Two Currents in Educational Reform

» Bureaucratization of the educational area

Establishment of hierarchies in school
organizations, introduction of the PDCA
cycle for school organizations, etc. —
Rebuilding trust in schools.

« Aiming at social capital in the educational area

Prioritization of colleageality in school
organizations, creation of schools based on
parent/community resident participation
model.
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Approaches to School-Community Partnership

School/society  School

Activities to
date

Central actors
in educational
decision-making

Effects on
educational
program

Potential as
future approach
to building
quality schools

PTA activities and
other local
children’s
associations,
healthy child-
rearing groups

Individual schools,
PTAs, community
groups

Effect on the
educational
program has been
small. However,
this approach
functions to
support
implementation of
the educational
program.

School
volunteers,
preparation of
area hazard
maps

Individual
schools, PTAs

Effect in
enriching the
guidance
process.

Support for
schools by
regional school
support
headquarters,
educational
platforms, NPOs,
and others

Individual
schools, groups
of schools, Board
of Education

Reconstruction of

curriculum

fusion

Curriculum
incubation

Desirable
approach

Management
Council

School
Management
Council, Board of
Education

Management of
the educational
program by
parents and
residents of the
local community.
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Constructing the Image of
a “Quality School”
 To what extent have school reforms succeeded
in the past?
* Restore priority to academic ability.
« OECD key competency.
Envisioning “active learning ability.”
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The Teaching Profession — The Key to
“Quality Schools”

Systemization of graduate schools of teacher education
Improvement and expansion of the teacher training
system

Future image of the teacher certification system

How should educators respond to the problems
proposed in Donald A. Schon’s “The Reflective
Practitioner: How Professionals Think in Action”?

!

To what degree can teachers become professionals?
How can professionalism be strengthened?




HAR#H=DOEENEIL

"EEREREMNTEREA
EMhSDBLEL
D FERIEtEDOHE
— A2 FREDEM, FELDBEVERD
JHIE. EROINMREL
-t EDFIFIE LIRS - R EE - Hhiz B
ZDHERLE

Structural Changes in Japanese Society

* From high economic growth to stable growth
Reexamination of the meaning of “affluence’

» Appearance of a low-birthrate, aging society
Increasing number of one-child households,
disappearance of group play by children,
trend toward small-scale schools.

» “Privatization” of society and collapse of the
traditional school-family-community relationship.
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Image of the Future-type “Quality School”

» Development of OECD’s scenarios in
“Schooling for Tomorrow.”

» Scenario 2: “Extending the market model.”
e Scenario 3: “Schools as core social centres.”

» Scenario 4: “Schools as focused learning
organisations.”

e Scenario 5: “Learner networks and the
network society.”
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Japan’s Future, Japan’s Schools

* From Scenario 2 (“Extending the market
model”) to Scenario 3 (“Schools as core
social centres”), to Scenario 4 (“Schools as
focused learning organisations”).
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Proposal for a Dialogue on Education by
East Asia, the United States, and Japan

« What is a “quality school”? (Definition)
» What is the essence of the “quality of
schools”? (Essential characteristics)

« What factors regulate the “quality of
schools”? (Determining factors)

 Thinking on the optimum direction for building
the schools of the future.
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