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Architectural Institute of Japan

In light of the response to the new coronavirus infection, it was reaffirmed that schools are 
not only places of learning, but also have a welfare function of providing a safe and secure place 
for children, as well as a social function of nurturing social and human qualities. Beyond the 
response to the new coronavirus infection, how have school facilities in other countries 
reassessed the value of the actual space where children gather and learn? The symposium will 
consider the creation of school facilities that support learning in the new era from the 
perspectives of both children's learning spaces and spaces for teachers and staff.

Hoshi no Mori Elementary School (Uozu City ,Toyama Prefecture, Japan)
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NIER International Symposium on Education Reform , FY2024
Institute of Science Tokyo ST-CEL 23rd Symposium on School Architecture

Schools for the Future Wednesday,
January 29,2025

13:30~17:30（JST）
3F Auditorium, MEXT

13:30～13:35 ◆Opening Address IKEDA Takakuni
Director General, NIER 

13:35～13:40 ◆Greeting from  
guest 

Yuri Obara Belfali Head of Division, Early Childhood and Schools, 
Directorate for Education and Skills, OECD

13:40～13:50 ◆Introduction FUKABORI Naoto
Director, Educational Facilities Research Center, NIER

【Part One】 Keynote Lecture

13:50～14:15 ◆Lecture 1  
Ireland

「The Educational School Building Sector in Ireland and 
collaborative space environments.」

Stefan Mathews Technical Manager,Capital Delivery and Programme Management  
Support Unit, Department of Education

Mark Kelly Technical Manager, Department of Education

「Harcourt Terrace School, Dublin, Ireland
A new urban primary school with innovative learning 
environments - from design competition concept to completed 
school in use.」

Tony Sheppard  Architect

14:15～14:40 ◆Lecture 2
Korea

「Case study of school space restructuring for future education 
(focusing on school space innovation and school complex 
facilities)」

LEE SANG MIN
Director, Center for Educational Facilities and Environments,
Education Innovation Research Division, Korean Educational Development Institute

14:40～15:05 ◆Lecture 3
New Zealand

「New Zealand’s Approach to Safe, Comfortable and Cost-effective  
Learning Environments」

Renelle Gronert Director School Design, Ministry of Education
Aniebietabasi Ackley Principal Advisor Research and Building Performance, Ministry 

of Education
Lauren Smith          Manager, Strategic Asset Management, Ministry of Education

15:05～15:30 ◆Lecture 4
Japan

「Rethinking School Facilities from the Perspective of Well-being
ｰSpaces and Places that Create and Support Learning in the New 
Eraｰ」

NAGASAWA Satoru
Emeritus professor, Toyo University / Chief,Institute of Educational Environment/ 
Visiting Researcher,NIER

Break

【Part Two】 Panel Discussion

16:00～17:20 ◆Panel Discussion

「Planning of learning space and space for teachers and staff in 
each country」

Panelists   ：Presenters
Moderator ：FUKABORI Naoto

Director, Educational Facilities Research Center, NIER

（Including Participants Q&A）

17:20～17:30 ◆Closing Address TAKADA Jun-ichi
Executive Vice President for Global Affairs, Institute of Science Tokyo

－ How to create spaces for diverse activities 
for children, teachers and staff in schools－

Program Simultaneous interpretation between Japanese, English and Korean


