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Prof. Herman Hertzberger

OECD – Centre for Effective Learning Environments (CELE)
conference:

Space and Learning, in Ljubljana, Slovenia 2009:

Extract from presentation:

“Architects should not get involved in debates about
education; instead, they should create spatial
conditions that will benefit learning in a general
sense. The building should provide a general
framework for education and learning, while being
flexible enough to respond to changing demands
and even (in a spatial sense) hold out a suggestion
of pursuing avenues other than those laid down in
the brief”.



Comparison between effective teaching areas in 
Standard Elementary Classroom

and

Innovative Class Base with Shared Activities Areas

International Review undertaken with 
Department of Education Ireland Educationalists in developing 

Pedagogical Brief for Design Competition
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Designed 2005
Repeat Built at 60 locations

Standard Classroom Layout
Circulation allowance of 18%
per 80m2 Classroom = 14.4m2

This results in corridors that
must be kept sterile for fire
escape – no furniture or cloaks
and limitations on extent of
notice boards.

Fire Compartment



Classroom layout



Comparison between Standard Primary and Innovative Class Base

Standard Primary Classroom – 80m2

Teaching Area exclude ensuite toilets, wet area, computer 
area, cloaks, stores & access circulation 45 m2

Innovative Class Base 58m2 minimum

Teaching area 55.5m2

Storage 3m2

Teaching 55.5m2

Effective Teaching 45m2

storage
access to storage

Wet 
area

computers



58.5 m2

Standard Post-Primary / Secondary 
Classroom for 30 pupils



Innovative Brief 30 pupils per Class



Innovative Learning Spaces, Finland





Harcourt Terrace Layout

Teaching 55.5m2

Storage 3m2

Circulation available for use

No restrictions on use
of circulation as single
fire compartment with
exits at both ends.

Innovative Class Base

In this example circulation
allowance of 14.4m2 per
class is available for
educational use.

Fire
Exit

Fire
Exit



24 classroom 
x 30 pupils each = 720 

2 Special Classrooms
x 6 pupils each = 12

See complete text in handout circulated
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Jury selects 
5 Shortlisted to advance to 

Stage 2

2015
Open Competition

70 Entries



Sean Harrington Architects, Dublin

1. Sean Harrington Architects, Dublin

Shortlisted



1. Sean Harrington Architects, Dublin



Sean Harrington Architects, Dublin



1. Sean Harrington Architects, Dublin



2. ARPL Architects Scotland 
- also winners of Kingswood Post-Primary School Competition 2013 - built



2. ARPL Architects Scotland



3. Carmody Groarke, England



3. Carmody Groarke, England



3. Carmody Groarke, England



4. GKMP Architects, Dublin



Winner

Design Team 
Consultants



Competition Submission



David Jameson                             Rose Bonner Alexander           Paul Fox









Built 2024



Planning submission rendering 2017



Competition Image 2015 Built 2024



Built 2024



Planning submission rendering 2017



Built 2024

Total Project Cost = €19m

Basic Building Cost = €2,730m2

(Building Only) 

Total Internal Floor Area = 4,654m2



Built 2024





Competition Submission Stage 2



Special Needs Play

Special 
Needs 
Play

Infants’
Play

Ground Play

Amphitheatre

Hall 1 Hall 2

Special Education Suite

Learning Support

Special Tuition

Special Tuition

Library

Library

Staff

12 Special Needs Pupils 
with 7 Staff

60% of current pupils 
originate from 30 
different countries

33% of pupils require 
additional English 
language support

Detail Detail
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3 Classroom Cluster

3 Classroom Cluster

24 Classroom 
School / 8 years =
3 class per cluster

30 pupils per class 
x 24 = 720

8 Years in 4 pairs:
• Infants & Senior Infants
•1st & 2nd Class
•3rd & 4th Class
•5th & 6th Class

Pair of 3 Classroom Clusters



Shared Activity Area - Competition image 2015



Shared Activity Area - Built 2024



Toilets Wash

Wet Activities

Coats

Class Base



Wet Activities

Informal Group Learning

Toilets Coats



Glazed door 
to Class Base

Wet Activities

Coats



Informal Group Work

Wet Activities - Art & Science

Toilets Fire Exit from 
compartment



Class Base - Glazed Door to Shared Area

Lockable Storage & Display 

Shared
Activities

Group Formal Learning



Wet Activities - Art & Science

Informal Group

Wet Activities  
Art & Science

ToiletsFire Exit from 
compartment



Infants Play in Shared Area
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Roof Top Play Space - in use 2024



Stepped 
Amphitheatre





Ground Play Space - Built 2024



Covered Bench & Ground Play Space - Built 2024



Stepped Amphitheatre Built 2024 Down to Hall





Hall Built 2024Room divider cost €90,000 enabling 2 separate groups to use Hall



Hall in use 2024





ご清聴ありがとうございました

連絡先

Contact at

tonysheppard1@gmail.com

Thank you for your attention


