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Consideration of policies regarding the concentration
and distribution of student numbers in merged cities

i 7537
YAMANAKA Hideyuki

Abstract

The population dynamics of Japan’s decreasing birthrate is a key element in the maintenance of
the public school education. The results of the School Basic Survey conducted by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology show that some communities are currently
losing their public elementary schools.

Meanwhile, public schools in certain other areas are getting larger, as a result of population
concentration. This bipolarization, with large and small schools mixed together in the same city, is
now recognized as a topic for concern.

In present-day Japan, where falling birthrates and population concentration are continuing phe-
nomena, many cities have problems either of falling numbers of students in schools as a whole, or
of huge imbalances between students in different schools. These problems are likely to get worse.

This paper looks at the public school situation in a city which experienced large-scale mergers
in recent years, where the above-mentioned problems can easily be seen. It investigates both poli-
cies regarding the high concentration of students in particular schools, and regarding the distribu-
tion of students in order to have a more balanced spread.

The analysis shows that the public elementary school situations can be classified into three
types: “one-pole”, “condensed”, and “multi-pole and spread” types. The analysis confirms that
“the tendency for policies regarding concentration of students to be implemented is regardless of
the public elementary school situations” and that “policies regarding distribution of students are
tend to be implemented in “one-pole type” cities, next in “condensed type” cities, and compara-

tively not tend to be in “multi-electrode type and spread type” cities.”
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